Betsy Westendorp:

;Betsy Westendorp may have been bom a Spanish
sefiorita with a Dutch lineage, but she has always been a

Filipina at heart, at least since she first set foot in the coun- !

in 1951. Asked what made her fall in love with the
Philippines, she answers, “1t is not what, but who made
me falrfor the Philippines. I met my husband, Tony Brias
(a Filipino-Spanish gg&imssman}, inMadzrid, married him,
and we made our home here in Manila. I loved him, his
family, his friends, his country, and its people.”
5S¢ in love was she with the country, that she gave birth
to all her three daughters here.
. Then newly married, young Betsy set about being an
ordinary wife and mother. But a strong creative impulse
and the sights and sounds of a land she had come to love
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were too strong to resist,
. Today, with hundreds of glorious paintings admired and
treasured in private collections, various European galler-
ies, our own%ultura] Center of the Philippines, and even
Malacafiang Palace, Westendorp shows that a ﬁve-year
hiatus only served to magnify the yearnings of admirers
r her works, as proven by an extremely successful ex-
hibit that recently opened at the Mandarin Oriental Suites

in Gateway Mall, Araneta Center.
With no less than President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
n City Mayoer Sonny Belmonte, artist par excellence
and fellow Presidential Medal of Merit awardee Juvenal
Sanso, Araneta Center’s Jorge and Stella de Araneta,
and the artist herself cuiting the ceremonial ribbon, the ex-

hibit opened to a crowd comy inly of metro

society’s elite, including lovely muses who have

posed for Westendorp's renowned portraits and who
eventually became her dearest friends.

Also spotted admiring the artworks during the
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opening were Spanish Ambassador Luis



